RRRE R T

80-00809A000600280919-1 -

L

e 2011/0

e

-R

DP

v

9/22

~ T -

ove

Sanitized Copy Appr

d

: Cl

for Releas

50X1-HUM

" CLASSIFICATION  mawprpmwmrey - "7 1700
. i

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY " "REPORT

iINFORMATION. FROM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS CD NO.

COUNTRY  1oland ‘ DATE OF

INFORMATION 1949
SUBJECT Economid -~ Foreign treds
HOW ‘ DATE DIST.j§ F=b 1950
PUBLISHED Vally newspaper
WHERE )
PUBLISHER  Clsztyn i NO. OF PAGES 2
DATE

PUBLISHED 7 0ct 1949
SUPPLEMENT TO
LANGUAGE  Polish REPORT NO.

@ TS DOCUMERY CONTAINS IKFORMATION AFPECTING THE KATIGNAL DEFENSE R
ROF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THI KEAKING OF RIFIOAGE ACT §
BRU. 8 C. 31 AND 31, A7 AENDEID. ITS TRANZHISIION OR THE KEVELAVIO|
M TS CONTENTYS IN AMY MANNER YO AR UMAUTHORIZED PERSJN IS PRO

THIS 15 HINEVALUATED INFORMATICN

3 o
R HINITRD BY LAW  ALPRODUCTION OF THIS FOAM 13 PROHIBYTED

SOURCE Zycie Olsztynskle, No 276, 1949, ‘ _ , ;o

POLAND 'S EXPORTS, IMPORTS UP

X lg'é“ge foliuwing table shows the distribution of Polish exports and imports
n :

Export from Import to

Country _Poland in é Poland in j&_

Countries of Western Furope

{exeleding Germany) 2.0 17.9
Gesmany 241 23.0
Engiend . 18.2 11.4
Scandinaviasn countries . 9.6 5.6
Countries of northeastern Europe 7.2 5.4
UsA 7.2 12.2
Argentine 1.9 2.8
USSR 0.8 1.1

It is apparent that Poland's imports end exports were directed by politi-
cal rather than economic considerations and, with the exception of Germary did
not include countries nearest to it geographically and structurally. Foisnd's
transactions with the USSR, so rich in consvmers' roods ard raw msteri:is, sud
Czechoslovakie, so attractive for its industrial goods sné ferm products, were
almost negligible. .

In 1938 Poland was en agricultural country and exported chiefly raw materi-

als and rough-processed or cheap items; it imported finished manufactures or ex-
pensive items. While raw materiels or semimanufacturer. valued at 1,010, 000,000
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a1 urncture comstituted ouly 10 percent, vhereas 6 reveent of imporis were o
Sitems in an agvanced stage of manufacture.’ Yad those beern long-term investment ‘
gols, 2apecislly machinery. instead of consumers' oods, they might heve had
SRR nn aconemic basls. “However, statistics show thet investmeut goods comprised

on y abonut 1k .percent of the total value of imports.

Gince the war, Poland's foreign trade has undergone prest transformation
thiough the industrialization . of the country and & change in [Torelgn policy.
The . e has been closer essociation and cooperation with neighbtoring countries ) &
ing similar socziel siructurs. :

) The average monthly turnover in 1948 was 369,000 tons, greatly exceediig
the ‘prawer level, :

While before the war, such importarnt itemsis tonls, machines, and trans-
portation and communication equipment formed a very negligible part of imports,
at progent they nold a leading position. In a planneu ecoonomy, 2xport is onty
8 tool serving to facilite*? the luport of raw materielc, investment goods, ;
tools, auxiliury materials, and at ‘imee even consumers' goods, but always in !
gquintities and assortments indispensable to the national economy as a whole.

imports of ore, a basic and key raw material, have doubled and in some
inntances even tripled over the prewar volume. Imports of fertilizer have al-
so increased becaus: of the ravages of war, the exhsusted condition of the soil,
and the planned increase in yield. Imports of fooustuffs and other consumers'
goods, which were in first place in the early postwar years, have declined.

Exports show a real change in volume, =esortment, and quality of gocds.
More semimanufactures and manufactures are being exported instead of goods in
the early stages of menufacture or rav materisls as was the case before the
wer. Coal continues to be cne of the most important export items. Other in-
dustrial products are becoming importent, such as wood products (especially
furniture), packing boxes, and paper (the export of which increased eight tines
in the period from 1547 to 1948), tast fiber sacking, chemical products, ce-
ramic and gless manufactures, electrotechnical equipment, etc. Farm rrodunts
exported include rye, barley, oats, eggs, bacon. poultry, £ish, etc.

The mest essential chenge in Poland's foreign trade since the var is un
doubtedly the change in geogrsphic destinat.on. Before the wur the nearest
zrd most natural markets =uch az the USSR and the countries of southesstern
Europe were neglectied.

in 1948 the participation of the USSR and the people's democracies iu
Polend's foreign trade was 36 percent, the USSR being in first plece. The
velue of Poland's total foreign trade was 360 million dollars and the USSR's
share of this wus 230 million dollers.

Because of restrictions imposed by the USA against the people's democ-
racies, Folend’s trade transactions with the USA declined from 10 percent
to less than 3 percent. The share of the Scandinavian countries in Polsnd's
trede is over &0 percent. Polsnd now trades with 33 countries and has Li-

lateral agreements with 23 of them.
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